Fit to Be
Tied: Knots
You Need

watched a small cabin

cruiser depart a crowd- |

ed guest dock on a busy
Saturday afternoon. As it
exited the turning basin, a
fender fell into the water.
The pilot missed retrieval

BOWLINE

damage — all because of
one poorly tied knot. (Well,
actually a hitch.)

Knots can be intimidat-
ing. There are Bible-size
tomes with nothing but
knots and more knots. How
is the average recreational
boater supposed to know
which knot to use?

Faced with thousands of
years’ worth of marlinspike
3 choices, the allure of knot-
replacement contraptions

on the first try, and by the
second attempt wind, cur-
rent and wakes had pushed
his boat into risky territory.
Suddenly, a fleet of kayaks
appeared from behind a
blind corner, transforming a
tense situation into a dan-
gerous one. Unable to safe-
ly turn, the craft crashed
hard into a nearby dock,
breaking an electrical riser
and doing minor gelcoat

ROLLING HITCH

like fender attachment
devices is understandable,

But there is hope: Learn-
ing a few simple knots
(technically, a bend and
two hitches) will fulfill
most recreational boaters’
fastening needs.

Knots should share three
simple characteristics: They
should be easy to tie, easy to

untie (even after tension-
ing) and predictably secure. |

ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVE UNDERWCOD

Nautical style:
Architectural rigging by Naviec adds
prestige and unique functional perform-
ance to any home. The same strength,
value, and aesthetic appeat Mavtec adds
to yachts the wiarld over can naw be
customn-installed amypwhere in your hame.

Call SecoSouth (727) 536-1924
or email info@secosqu\h.com
for a consultation

Rigging Solutions”

wuw.navtec.net

&

A Dog(; Bect Friend,

Not all dogs love to swim, especially

when getting in and out of a dinghy.
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Weaver Snap Davits
. provide a safe and
steady solution. No
wonder they are a
dog's best friend!

.

WEAVER INOUSTRIES, INC.

¥ 6570 W. Boekel Road * Rathdrum, ID 83858-9502
(208) 687-3982 - 1 (800) 367-4062

Fax (208) 687-0782
Look for us on the web!
www.Weaverindustries.com
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My personal short list of must-have, do-
all knots includes the bowline, rolling
hitch and cleat hitch.

Notably omitted from my list are
two seaman’s favorites: the clove
hitch, because it can work loose, and
the square knot, which becomes
impossible to untie after tensioning.

The first must-have — the bowline
— is more than just a knot; it’s a rite of

passage, a transition from landlubber to
seaman. A bowline does nothing more

than place a loop in the end of a line,
which is useful in a variety of situations.
Though there are better knots for con-
necting two lengths of line, two bow-
lines interlocked will suffice.

A rolling hitch is a wonderful knot
because it securely atraches to the
midpoint of a rail, post, stanchion,
anchor rode or even another line.
Attach fenders to stanchions or rails,
and adjust by simply grabbing the knot
and sliding it. And you can form an

sold on a need to know basis
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We understand that accidents do happen, and
that your boat won't stay perfect forever. Trust
WEST SYSTEM, the epoxy leader for over 30 years.

Call today for your $3.00 Fiberglass Boat

Repair and Maintenance Manual.

WEST

Epoxy products » Reliable solutions
0—_,;_"- Gougeon Brothers Inc.
) 989.684.7286
www.westsystem.com

CLEAT HITCH

anchor snubber by attaching a heavy
dock line to the chain rode with a
rolling hitch.

Clear hitches are sometimes over-
tied — especially by new seamen —
with too many wraps, too many lock-
ing half hitches, or the long tail wound
up around the cleat. While probably
secure (though no more secure than a
proper cleat hitch), they become diffi-
cult to untie. When casting off, noth-
ing is worse than fussing with the last
line while the boat drifts. Stow extra
line with a Flemish coil — it looks
great and is quickly undone.

Coiled lines are easy to stow without
getting tangled. There are several ways
to coil lines, but | use the method
shown here because its fast, secure, and
leaves a long tail so the line can be tied
to a rail or carried easily. When coiling
a dock line, start with the loop end and
coil the bitter end up to it. Nothing
looks more shipshape than a series of
lines neatly stowed.

Learn a few basic knots, and use
them. They are fast, secure and replace
single-purpose gadgets that rake up
space and get buried in lockers. Know-
ing the right knot demystifies tying up,
gives a good first impression and pro-
vides peace of mind — which, in my
book, is good seamanship. -2

Peter Pisciotta holds a« USCG 100-Ton
license, is a delivery captain and operates
the SeaSkills Personal School of Sea-
manship. Call 877-SEA-SKILLS or

e-mail him at peter@seaskills.com.



