Gauging Ground Tackle

Choosing an Anchz)_r;ng System Depen_ds on Personal Needs
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Anchor cholces vary based on bottom composition. A swivei

between the shackie and anchor (right) would help this rode.

Ground rtackle is all
equipment used during
anchoring and includes the
anchor, the rode (usually
line, chain and sometimes
cable), the vessel attachment
scheme and a retrieval mech-
anism (roller and windlass).

The Hook

Anchors come in four basic
styles: Fisherman anchors
(like Popeye’s tattoo), fluke
anchors (the Danforth is the
best-known), plow anchors

(such as the CQR) and
claw-style anchors (like the
Bruce). There is no perfect
anchor for all situations.
For one thing, no single
anchor works in all bottom
materials. Fisherman anchors
grab rocks, fluke anchors sink
deeply in mud, claw anchors
set quickly on short scope,
and the weighted, pointy end
on plow anchors penetrates
grassy or hard mud bottom.
Second, there is more to
consider than just holding

power. What if the wind
shifts or the tide turns? How
will the anchor be stored?
Selecting the right anchor
involves several factors that
include ability to quickly set,
initial holding power, ability
to reset after veering, anchor
strength and stowability.

If you anchor only locally,
where bottom conditions do
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Getting Connected
Anchor rode discussions are
usually brief: “Do you have
chain or rope?” Chain rode
resists chafe, is easily
retrieved by a windlass and
is strong. But it’s also heavy
and does not stretch to
absorb shock loads.
Perhaps the best all-
around rode is a couple hun-
dred feet of chain backed by
several hundred feet of rope
just in case you need
extreme scope for a storm.
It’s lightweight, strong, flex-
ible and adaptable for multi-
ple situations. Here are some
guidelines for anchor rode:
B [nclude a swivel at the
anchor end of the rode, but
do not attach it directly to
the anchor, where it will bind
if side-loaded when the boat
veers. Arttach a shackle in
between; a long-link, straight
shackle is best and often
comes with the anchor.
B Chain/rope splices allow a
rode to be retrieved by a
combination windlass gypsy.
Surprisingly, these splices
are very strong — tests show
chain links stretched and
deformed before the splice
failed. But the splice needs
to be periodically renewed.
The best practice is to install



an oversize link in the end of
the rode.
B Chafe is the No. | enemy
of rope rode. Bow chocks
often look attractive but can
saw through line in a half-
hour of heavy weather.
B Chain rode benefits from
elasticity. A snubbcr is sim-
ply a line of rope (usually
three-strand nylon because
it’s stretchy) connected in-
line. It does not need to be
fancy. A long, heavy dock
line attached to the chain
with a rolling hitch works
well, and the equipment is
already aboard. Artrach the
loop end to a bow cleat and
let out extra chain so the
snubber takes the load.
B If you're using an all-
chain rode, add 20 feet of
rope to the end so you can
cut it quickly if you ever
need to abandon the rode.
Before an offshore pas-

sage, rode should be faked
into the anchor locker by
manually guiding it from
below to prevent it from
bouncing around and possi-
bly becoming knotted. New
rope rode needs to be fed in
off a spool so that it does not
develop “twist-knots.”

Bring It Back

Ground tackle is heavy —
chain weighs several pounds
per foot, and getting it all
back aboard and stowing it
properly is heavy work. Here
are some tips to consider to
make anchor retrieval easier:
B Do not use the windlass to
drag the boat. Take up slack
in the rode, then pause —
the weight of the rode will
inch the boart forward, slow-
ly building inertia — then
take up the new slack.
Repeat until the bow is
directly over the anchor.

The anchor should break
free easily.

B [f the anchor is well set,
don't overload the windlass
trying to break it free. Be
patient and the anchor may
break free on its own. If not,
snub the rode and put the
boat in gear. Take your time
and use natural forces to your
benefit, not brute strength.
B When anchored, attach
the rode to a cleat or chain
stopper rather than let the
windlass take the load. Side-
loading is hard on the
machinery, and cleats are
designed to take the load.
B Anchors on rollers should
have secure attachments
beyond windlass tension, such
as a pin through the roller
cheeks and a line securing
the tackle in place. A loose
anchor in a seaway will cause
severe damage, and a pitch-
ing bow is no place to haul

and secure an errant anchor.
B Develop a simple set of
intuitive hand signals to cora-
municate between the bow
and the helmsman. Remena-
ber, the helmsman cannot see
the angle of the rode and will
rely on the bowman's guid-
ance for proper positioning.
B Bow rollers should be big
and well-supported. The
cheeks should be fair and
flared to guide the rode
aboard without chafe or
binding. There should be a
bail that keeps the line from
jumping off the roller.

Consider installing an
anchor washdown system.
These keep mud and debris
off the rode and extend their
life while keeping the fore-
deck clean.

For more on ground-tackle
systems, visit www.power
cruising mag.com.



